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Turkish character test

Fuzili:

1.  a. Goiliim agilur zilfi perigdnufil gorgeg

b. Nutkum dutulur gonca-i handanufi1 gorgeg

2. a. Bakdukga safia kan sagilur didelertimden

b. Bagrum deliniir vavek-i miijjganuin gorgec

3. a. Ra‘nahk ile kdmet-i simgadi kilan yad

b. Olmaz m hacil serv-i hiraméanuii gorgeg

4. a. Gok “1gka heves edeni gordiim ki hevasin

b. Terk etdi seniin ‘ag1k-1 nalanufi gorgeg

5. a. Kafir ki degiil mu‘terifi nar1 cehennem

b. Iméana geliir ateg-i hicranuf gorgeg

6. a. Naziiglik ile goncai handan kilan zikr

b. Etmez ki haya la‘li diir-efsanui gorgeg

7. a. Sen hali dilifi sGylemesen n’ola Fuziili

b. 11 fehm kilur ¢ék-i giribanuii gérgeg
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Desperate lovers were desperate for love

When it popped up |,
on the Associated Press
wire, the slug on the
news story read like a
pulp fiction title: “Fatal
Romance.”

The story was out of
Sweetwater, Fla., a tale
of star-crossed lovers.
_It’s a Romea and-Juliet-
story,” the AP quoted
police detective Ramon Thomas
Quintero, “This is as sad Shapley

~FCase as you can find.” ____‘

Maryling Flores and o
Christian Davila were teen-age sweethearts,
the lead of the AP story read, forbidden by her
mother from dating.

Christian Davila was 14. Maryling Flores
was 13.

I'm of an era when teen-age girls were
often forbidden from dating, especially “car
dating,” until they were 16. (That era, against
all odds, continues at our house, applied to
males, also.) My 9-year-old talks of kids at
school who are “going out” with one another.
“Going out” generally being a misnomer
because the process involves little more than
hanging together at recess and at lunch, thus
there is not much “going” or “out” about it. <

This is yet more evidence of the sheltered
if not bucolic Weltanschauung of which we in
the semi-rural clefts of the West Sound are
possessed. Young teen-age girls are getting
pregnant, let alone dating. The pressure to
mature, to seek love and lust, presses down
into the grade schools. So to walk through a
middle school is to relive scenes from “The
Fantastic Voyage,” the vibes and fluid pres-
sures of sexual awareness throbbing among
the sweating streams of youngsters flowing
down the hallways.

Christian and Maryling were middle
school students in northwest Dade County, Fla.
They believed they were desperately in love,
and when Maryling’s mother said she didn’t
want her daughter seeing Christian, the
desperation grew worse.

Early in the morning of Sunday, Nov. 5,
they ran away from their homes. They carried
with them little money and no extra clothes.
They knew they would need neither where
they were going. Their bodies were found
floating in a canal two days later — neither
could swim. They each left behind suicide
notes. In fact, Maryling left behind more than
a half-doden of them. ’

Maryling wrote:

Mom and Dad:

You'll never be able to understand the love
between me and Christian. I feel that without
him I can’t live. Why is it you were never able
to understand me? Or is it that you live to
make my life miserable? I love him more than
anyone here on the Earth. I'll never be happy
without him.

You don’t let me see him in this world, so
we're going to another place.

I'love you all very much. I'd like to ask for
your forgiveness, but I know you will never
understand me. This is all [ want to tell you: I
love him and I will always love him very much.
But I will never be able to stay on this Earth
without him.

Please don't cry for me, this is what [ want.
I want to feel happy, because right now I'm,
_going to.g place wher 2L istign.
Lastly, I'm sorry that I couldn’t be with you all.

Llove you all very much, Maryling.

PS. Thank you for everything you have
given me in life. And thank you for loving me
for all my life. I love you all.

Christian wrote:
. To everyone:

I can’t go on living. I've lost Maryling.
That's something that hurts me .very deep
inside of my heart. I'll remember all of you.
None of you will be forgotten. Please don't
forget me_I love all of you, I've put my best
(into} these 14 years I've been on this hellhole
called Earth. I bid farewell to all. Please keep
me n your hearts, because I know all of you
will be in mine. :

I'm not leaving you, I'm escaping from the
realm of reality into the darkness of the
unknown. Because reality is, I can't be with
Maryling, and even the strongest man in the
world wouldn't resist the loss of a loved one
that was held so near and dear to your heart,

Nothing can stop me now. I'm taking my
life because without Maryling, T have no life.

... So, say farewell to all.

And as the immortal Beethoven once said:
“Applaud, friends, the comedy is over.” I leave
you with the same words.

I'love you all, Christian Davila.

Had Christian lived longer, he might have
been introduced to Shakespeare and been able
to purfle his last farewell with the more
relevant words of Romeo:

“From this world-wearied flesh.

Eyes, look your last.
Arms, take your last embrace,

and lips, O you

The doors of breath, seal with a
righteous kiss

A dateless bargain to engrossing death.”

How did these children so quickly become
so desperately in love? Why did they need love
so desperately?

Had these two met the one and only love
of their lives? Probably not. Odds are that they
would have split up and been desperately in
love with someone else by summer vacation.
Had the romance survived the years, the odds
also are that they would have wound up as the
common married couple, both long past living
— let alone dying — for the other. Some time,
some thought, some reflection, and the separa-
tion would likely have left them no more
miserable and angst-ridden than the average
teen. i

~ More probable, they were driven by a lack
of love in their own homes, shortchanged of
the affection that they so eagerly sought and so
easily found in each others’ arms.

Some desperation drove them to seek life
and meaning and value not in their own selves
but in that of another. Had they grown older,
and wiser, they would have realized that while

oving partner life holds little for those who
never learn to value themselves.
“Although I joy in thee,” Juliet
told Romeo,
“I have no joy of this contract tonight,
It is too rash, too unadvised, too sudden,
Too like the lightning which doth
cease to be
Ere one can say it lightens. . . .

Friar Laurence warned the Bard's young
lovers:

“These violent delights have violent ends,
And in their triumph die like fire and powder,
Which as they kiss consume. . . .

Therefore love moderately. Love long doth so.
Too swift arrives as tardy as too slow.”

There was likely precious little romance
about this ill-fated pairing. There was need.
There was fear. There was anger. There was
pessimism. There was desperation.

Love your children well, especially those
often so-hard-to-love teen-agers. We seek to
teach them so many things. We need to teach
them that true love is something for which to
live, not to die.

i:life is more full and more rewarding with a
]

»

B Thomas Shapley is an editorial writer and
+ member of the P-I Edditorial Board. A
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